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Both documents will be presented to the AGM to be held on Saturday, 27 April 2013.

From
the President
Professor Peter Simkins MBE FRHS was elected President of the WFA at the AGM held
at the University of York St John in 2011

A

ll organisations such as ours
depend, for their survival and
general welfare, upon a host of
knowledgeable, dedicated and, above
all, willing volunteers. I have long
maintained, in all seriousness, that British
society would cease to operate properly
were it not for groups of enthusiastic and
motivated people serving on committees
and sitting around trestle tables in town
and village halls or the function rooms
of local pubs. Certainly, the gigantic act
of national improvisation that enabled
Kitchener’s New Armies to be raised in
1914-1915 was based, at least in part,
on such foundations. The Western
Front Association is indeed fortunate
in being able to call upon talented and
hard-working officers and supporters at
both local (branch) and national levels.
This is reflected in the various reports
attached below which clearly demonstrate not only the very broad range
of issues and interests with which the
WFA’s officers regularly deal but also the
many demands and challenges which
they routinely face. These challenges are
only likely to increase as the Centenary
of the First World War looms ever larger
on the horizon. I therefore welcome this
opportunity, as President, to express my
personal gratitude to all those who have
worked so hard, over the past year, on
the WFA’s behalf.
One only has to glance at the
‘Branch Meetings and Contacts’ section
of the Bulletin to gain some idea of just
how active the Association actually is.
What is possibly less readily appreciated
is the amount of hard work involved in
organising each one of the scores of

branch meetings advertised in every issue.
Potential lecturers have to be contacted,
persuaded to speak, given directions to
the branch or met at the station, provided
with accommodation when necessary,
and given their expenses. Someone else
has to organise refreshments, acquire
raffle prizes, make sure that Powerpoint
or overhead projectors are provided,
and produce and distribute branch
newsletters. This sort of activity will be
duplicated in fifty or sixty branches each
month, even without taking into account
attendance at regional seminars, the
arrangement of branch battlefield tours
and the holding of regular committee
meetings. The excellence of Stand To!,

organised respectively by the British
Commission for Military History and
Wellington College on themes related
to the forthcoming Centenary. Both
were attended by Dr Murrison, the Prime
Minister’s Special Representative for the
First World War Centenary Commission,
and by delegates from the Imperial War
Museum and Commonwealth War Graves
Commission as well as leading academics
in our field. Suitably briefed by Colin
Wagstaff, I was thus able to convey, to
appropriate audiences, something of the
WFA’s provisional plans for, and likely
central role in, the Centenary activities. Gary Sheffield, John Bourne and I
also wrote letters to the press pointing

I therefore welcome this opportunity, as President, to
express my personal gratitude to all those who have
worked so hard, over the past year, on the WFA’s behalf.
under Jon Cooksey’s expert editorship,
Bulletin with Ralph Lomas and the website
with David Henderson also testify to
the genuinely scholarly contribution
which WFA members are making to the
historiography of the Great War.
A serious illness in 2012 prevented
me from being as personally active in
the affairs of the WFA as I would have
wished to be over the past twelve months.
However, I am glad to say that with the
restoration (I hope) of more robust health,
I have now resumed my normal round
of talks to branches. In late November
and again in March I was proud to represent the WFA at important conferences,

out that, to date, the Government’s
plans unfortunately do not appear to
include commemoration of the Battle of
Amiens or the victories of the Hundred
Days in 1918 – though, apparently, it is
intended to mark, officially, reverses and
setbacks such as Gallipoli, the first day
of the Somme and Passchendaele. Our
suggestion regarding Amiens and the
Hundred Days was registered not in a
spirit of triumphalism but rather in the
interests of historical balance. You will
no doubt hear more about this issue in
the coming months! In the meantime,
carry on all the good work.
Peter Simkins

Photos courtesy David Tattersfield
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Chairman’s
Report
T

his is the first report in which it is a real pleasure to report on the activities of the Association, the Executive Committee,
and our Branches. I hope that this will be an annual publication to spread the word about the activity and projects
The Western Front Association has been involved in, and that it will not just inform the membership but the wider
community of all that we do.
I would just like to take this opportunity to inform you what the Charity Commission states a trustee should do, that
is to “dedicate one day a month to the charity they represent”. I can tell you that the WFA’s Executive Committee, without
exception, will do more than that in the first quarter of any year, and I thank all of them for the dedication and hard work they
put in on behalf of the Association.
So what have we achieved over the past year? Well WFA finance for a start is in remarkable health, thanks to the ceaseless work of John and Heather Richardson in running the Membership Office from their home. They have the Association’s
administration in sound order, and this has allowed the successful recoup of Gift Aid from membership contributions which

The Branches continue to be our greatest asset
and strength. I am pleased to report that they
Photo courtesy Roy Backhouse

continue to grow in number, and with the
support and enthusiasm of Branch Co-ordinator,
David Easton, we have never been stronger.
The numbers of branch meetings around the
country never ceases to amaze me and my
thanks go out to all the Branch Chairmen and
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supporters for the wonderful job you do.

T H E W E S T E R N F R O N T A S S O C I AT I O N : A N N U A L R E P O RT 2 0 1 1 - 1 2 | 5

Bruce Simpson was elected Chairman of the WFA in 2004
have placed us in a strong financial position. Membership
numbers are rising but we all need to recruit friends and
family to this great Association
Considerable progress has been made in working
closer with like minded organisations, such as The Imperial War
Museum, CWGC, The National Archives, Ministry of Defence
(MoD), Railtrack, and the Great War Forum, to name but a few.
We have held a joint Conference with the National Army
Museum with a further one planned for 2013. The President’s
Conference was a most successful and well-attended event.
My thanks to Colin Wagstaff for his hard work in making these
events run like clockwork. We are well aware that there are
potential clashes of events during the Centenary and we are
seeking to collaborate with other organisations to prevent
them. We are also anxious to prevent any WFA events coinciding
on the same day and request that any plans are brought to
the attention of the WFA’s Centenary sub-committee who can
offer support and publicity and warn of potential clashes.
The one most important event so far, in my opinion
was the securing of the WW1 Pension Records. This was a
great team effort but two people have stood out in the course
of making this a reality and our thanks should go to David
Henderson (Project Lead) and David Tattersfield. Once again a
unique resource that is still being evaluated and understood
has been preserved. I am sure it is going to provide years of
research and information previously not seen or able to be
accessed by family, and the general public. This will enable us
to further understand not just what happened to our relatives
that survived, but how the state treated them through the
years. Once again, a relatively small charity such as the WFA
is able to punch well above our weight, and as an organisation that has stood up on more than one occasion to secure
valuable and irreplaceable records. This has been recognised
by both The National Archives and the MoD, as was the case
with the Medal Index Cards. Together, these records will be
priceless to future generations.
Meetings have also taken place with the Imperial War
Museum in order to assist, and discuss ways that we can work
together, and as the IWM will be the clearing house for most
events that will occur from 2014 to 2018 the WFA welcome
the opportunity to work alongside and assist in any way.
More recently, the WFA has co-sponsored a Centennial
Conference in Kansas, USA, and the response from our input
was extremely warmly received. The delegates travelled from
worldwide to attend, and our thanks go to to Paul Cora (East
Coast USA Chairman) for attending this event. A major new
website resource (ww1-centennial.org) has been launched
within the USA and the WFA is proud to have sponsored and
promoted the site.
The Branches continue to be our greatest asset and
strength. I am pleased to report that they continue to grow

in number, and with the support and enthusiasm of Branch
Co-ordinator, David Easton, we have never been stronger.
The numbers of branch meetings around the country never
ceases to amaze me and my thanks go out to all the Branch
Chairmen and supporters for the wonderful job you do. I am
very pleased to see that so many branches hold seminars that
attract both members and the general public, from far and
wide, to hear experts in their field for such little cost. Please
support any seminar within your area - you will be warmly
welcomed.
One of the more unusual events the WFA has been
involved in was the sponsorship of a marathon, the first Milton
Keynes Marathon to be precise. The WFA runners were not to
be put off, and started out with determination against wind
and rain that had to be seen to be believed. The WFA volunteers who manned the drinks station got the short straw as
it poured down all day. To see the first WFA runner appear
in the stadium wearing the WFA logo was a proud moment.
The runners have so far raised over £1,500 (and still rising),
and a member of the team has since run in the recent Paris
Marathon in WFA vest. Many thanks to Jane Backhouse for
being the WFA driving force behind this event.
The WFA has been most fortunate in having Richard
Hughes as our legal trustee. Of the many things Richard
has done, none stand out more than his organisation of 11
November 2012 in the City of London. This was due to Armistice
Day falling on Remembrance Sunday, the only day in the week
we are not able to be at the Cenotaph. Richard was able to
not only secure the church, the lunch venue, the permission
of the Lord Mayor of London and City of London Police, but
he was also able to have Cerys Matthews, Welsh musician
and radio presenter, attend the service and read two poems.
We were also joined by the Deputy Chairman of Lloyds Bank
and joint wreaths were laid at the Lloyds’ memorial. All in all
a complete triumph, so thank you Richard and all the team,
plus my special thanks to Simmonds & Simmonds for their
continued support.
The WFA has once again re-introduced WFA Tours
that have been very well received by the membership. I would
like to thank both Clive and Julian of Battle Honours for their
continued support.
The next five years will give us all a once in a lifetime
opportunity to get across the message that the war was won
in 1918 and that the men who served deserve better than to
be remembered by 1 July 1916 and the lions led by donkeys
mentality. It is up to us all to step up and do our bit so that
they will be remembered.
Those of us that follow in your footsteps salute you.
Bruce Simpson

Photo courtesy Roy Backhouse
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Honorary
Secretary
The Honorary Secretary ensures that the Association’s Annual General Meeting and the
Executive Committee meet the requirements of the Constitution

O

ne of the main tasks of the Honorary Secretary is to
organise the AGM/conference. In 2012, following
site visits to assess suitability, Mansfield College,
Oxford was chosen over Brasenose. The AGM was held in
the College’s very impressive surroundings on 14 April with
the President and 67 members attending.
The speakers included Sue Light who spoke on the
role of VADs in the Great War, Julie Summers who talked about
the history of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
and our President, Professor Peter Simkins, who revisited a
topic he had covered in an essay to a book 21 years previously, entitled ‘Everyman at War’.
The Executive Committee met as usual on the Friday
evening for a pre-AGM meeting and as Secretary, I made
all the necessary arrangements. However, thanks to Legal
Officer Rich Hughes, we were able to enjoy the privilege of
visiting Brasenose College, where Rich had studied, to view
an oil painting of Haig and to see and handle some of Haig’s
original documents, he also having studied there.
Your Secretary also drafted the AGM documentation
(except for the Financial Report & Accounts) issued in the
Bulletin.
A site visit was paid to Tally Ho Conference Centre
in Birmingham, resulting in a decision to confirm our 2013
AGM venue.

Your Secretary also drafted the Trustee Nomination Form for 2012/3 which was issued with the Bulletin.
In November 2011, I led a small contingent of
WFA members at the Royal British Legion Cenotaph
Remembrance Service and, thanks to Taff Gillingham,
we secured valuable close-up BBC film coverage of the

we were able to enjoy the privilege ...
to view an oil painting of Haig and to
see and handle some of Haig’s original
documents
moment we laid the wreath in the march past. Although
the RBL invited us to apply for tickets for the 2012 Service,
we politely declined pointing out the clash with our own
11 November service.
I was also invited by the Flanders Government to
represent the WFA at the ‘Flanders Remembers’ concert
at the Chelsea Hospital.
Steve Oram
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O

ne of the questions I get asked
most often is “why does the
WFA need a legal officer”? This
is a question I could have not answered
myself before I took on the role a couple
of years ago. Being asked to write a review
of 2012/13 provides a good opportunity
to take stock.
The first thing that strikes me is the wide
range of legal issues that the WFA is forced
to deal with, but an important theme is
intellectual property law – the protection and use of words, pictures and data
in traditional and electronic forms. For
example, Ralph Lomas wants to publish
some beautiful Western Front maps that
were given away as inserts in the Daily
Mail in 1915. We got limited assistance
from the newspaper when we asked
for permission, but I was able to advise
that with 70 years having passed, we
were able to proceed without breaching
copyright law.
The WFA is now established as a pro
bono/charity client for the law firm
where I work and, with the assistance

of colleagues, we were able to protect
the rights of David Petersen, the sculptor
of the Welsh memorial at Mametz who
rightly objected to unauthorised replicas
which were being sold at a profit at a time
when the memorial needs maintenance.
So far we have won over £2,000 which
will go to the upkeep of the memorial.
Other work in the area of IP law includes
dealing with a publisher`s assertion
that the WFA has breached a contract
in respect of the use of commercially
produced CDs, and advice related to
the WFA`s ability to exploit archival
material we own but where others have
an over-riding licence.
Another area which particularly concerns
me is the internet. All WFA members
receive our printed magazines, but
increasingly, the WFA has a very visible
presence in cyber space. As well as our
website, the WFA receives thousands of
comments and mentions on the internet.
This occasionally leads to what some
refer to as “reputation management”
issues which arise from the use of social
media sites such as Twitter, Facebook

Photo courtesy Roy Backhouse

Legal
Officer
and other social media. An unfortunate
aspect of the internet, which encourages
instant responses, is that contributors
will sometimes engage in debate or criticism of people, organisations or events
and others may be hurt or offended by
content and tone, and I will often be
asked to get involved in these sorts of
situations.
A big project, which is very important
to the WFA, is the use we will make of
the pension records which members
will know David Henderson and David
Tattersfield were instrumental in rescuing
from the MoD. I assisted with the vesting
order which passed the records across
to the WFA and over recent months
we have been considering the most
suitable partners to help us digitalise
this massive resource.
I hope this gives an idea of the diversity
of legal issues that the WFA has to deal
with. I certainly expect that 2014-18
will pose new challenges and I have no
doubt I will be kept just as busy!
Richard Hughes
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Speakers Guide
& Conferences
A

new Speakers Guide was produced in December 2012
and issued to all Branches. The list is up to 127 speakers
offering 524 talks. I aim to produce an updated list
every six months.
Two National Conferences were organised in 2012. The first
was a joint National Army Museum (NAM)/WFA Conference
on the “Real War Horse” story; the second was our first-ever
President’s Conference. Both conferences were well attended
and received very positive feedback from the delegates.
I have organised the programme for a second NAM/WFA
collaboration on “The Great War Underground” ( 2 November
2013) and the programme for the second President’s Conference (5 October 2013) is almost complete.

Provisional plans are being made for a residential Conference
in 2014. Talks are taking place with the Gallipoli Association
about a joint residential Conference in 2015. The Imperial War
Museum has agreed to run a joint WFA/IWM Conference on
“The Indian Army on the Western Front 1915”.
I am forward planning for Conferences in 2016, 2017, 2018
and 2019.
I have represented the WFA at meetings at Wellington College,
University of Kent, and the Royal Engineers Museum.
Colin Wagstaff

Assistant
Hon Secretary
M

y main task is to organise Executive Committee
meetings. These have generally taken place in
London, one was in Northamptonshire. This task
includes the collation of trustee and officer reports, organising meeting requirements and the taking and distribution
of minutes.
I have this year covered the role of Centenary Sub-Committee
Chairman after Martin Hornby stood down. In this role, I have
attempted to co-ordinate meetings and encourage progress
on the details of other people’s plans or thought-processes.
I have spent much time trying to learn new technology to
assist in this.
I co-ordinated our presence at Festival of History in July 2012
and arrived with our excellent support team of volunteers
to spend a good day preparing the stand. Sadly, it rained
heavily all night and not only were some of our tents flooded
but the whole site was under water. The event was cancelled
by English Heritage. We will be participating once again in
2013 and are in the middle of that preparation, hoping for
better weather. After testing the water at Batemans’s in 2011,
I booked a stand there in August 2012 and participated in an

engaging weekend, again raising the profile of the WFA in
other areas. I am now investigating the value of Wrest Park’s
First World War new annual event and following up on other
leads for such public high profile events.
The Marathon is another such recurring event, drawing other
perspectives within the general public. Considering injury,
our runners continue to train in our WFA vests and are keen
to continue. We are actively recruiting for new ones. So far
£1,500 has been raised. The venture now has a wider focus
with the runners running in 2013 in Paris, Milton Keynes and
Edinburgh and engaged in raising funds again for ‘A Century
of Armed Service’ and spreading the word. Their aim is to
run throughout the centenary period, raising our association
profile and that of the ‘Lads’ whilst making a difference to
current service personnel.
I assisted at Olympia, on Armistice Day and the Europeana
event in Banbury and am still attempting to carry out my plan
to visit branches as promised to support centenary initiatives.
Jane Backhouse
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Great
War
1914-18:

Great
War
1914-18:

The Battle of Amiens was not just another
grinding battle of mud and trenches, as portrayed
in the common mythology of the Great War. By
August 1918 the British Army had become a
formidable ‘all arms’ fighting force. The Battle of
Amiens paved the way to the ultimate defeat of
the formidable German Army in the field.

The Somme battles of 1916 translated from the
heady optimism of 7.30 am on 1 July, through
mechanised slaughter and great heroism, to the
slow grinding down of a resolute German enemy.
Kitchener’s New Armies learned a bloody but vital
lesson until November, when the weather and the
Somme mud defeated friend and foe alike.

Great
War
1914-18:

understood

understood

The Great War is a fascinating subject,
with a complex blend of military, social,
science, political and economic history. To
understand much more about the 1914-18
period, and to appreciate the context in
which the Battle of Amiens was fought,
join us at The Western Front Association.

The Great War is a fascinating subject,
with a complex blend of military, social,
science, political and economic history. To
understand much more about the 1914-18
period, and to appreciate the contexts in
which the Somme Battles were fought,
join us at The Western Front Association.

27/01/2013 15:24:55
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The First Battle of Ypres - one of four battles to
wage around the city - was a costly bloodletting
for both sides. By the end of it, the BEF had lost
many of its seasoned regulars. By the end of 1914,
the combatant nations were only just beginning
to come to terms with a new form of warfare - a
war of trenches, of artillery, and of mass slaughter.

The Great War is a fascinating subject,
with a complex blend of military, social,
science, political and economic history. To
understand much more about the 1914-18
period, and to appreciate the contexts in
which the four Battles of Ypres were fought,
join us at The Western Front Association.

The Western Front Association
understanding the Great War 1914-18: explore | learn | share
www.westernfrontassociation.com
The Western Front Association is a registered charity no 298365
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Development
Trustee

The role of the Development Trustee is far ranging, but the ultimate aim is to grow the
Association in a variety of ways
Planning for the Centenary: the All Party Parliamentary War Heritage Group

In November 2011, I attended, along with WFA President Prof
Peter Simkins, a meeting at Portcullis House in London. The
meeting was called in order to gather together “interested
parties” in the commemoration of the Great War’s centenary.
The meeting was chaired by Dr Andrew Murrison, the Prime
Minister’s representative charged with marking the centenary
of the Great War.
Subsequently, I attended meetings of the All Party Parliamentary War Heritage Group at the House of Lords. I have been
joined on these meetings with colleagues from the WFA’s
Executive Committee, Rich Hughes and Colin Wagstaff. In
these meetings we have been able to make representations
regarding aspects of the First World War, including the issue
of salvaging operations on the wrecks of HMS Aboukir, HMS
Cressy and HMS Hogue, as well as pointing out the plans for
the centenary failed to mark the events of the ‘Hundred Days’.

Raising our profile.

One of the major themes of the year has been an attempt
to increase the WFA’s profile. This has involved a further
enhancement to the WFA’s Wikipedia page begun by David
Henderson, and also ensuring the WFA is now mentioned on

the Wikipedia entries of the Butte de Warlencourt and the
Cenotaph. In addition, Wikipedia has pages for the Armistice
Day and Henry, the third Earl Kitchener; WFA references and
links have been written into these pages.

Direct advertising

For the first time, the WFA has embarked on a systematic
advertising campaign. Adverts appear on a monthly basis
in both Britain at War and Military History Monthly. In order
to keep the advertising relevant, the content of the adverts
are aimed at linking with articles that appear in these two
magazines; the design of the adverts is also frequently refreshed
to ensure it is eye catching. Meetings have been held with the
publishers of both of these magazines and I have obtained
their agreements to carry details of branch meetings – which
is aimed at attracting interested non-members to branches
who may then join the WFA.
Other one-off adverts have been booked. The first of these
was in a BBC History magazine dedicated to the First World
War. We were the only advertisers within the magazine having
two separate adverts in key positions. Articles appeared from
eminent Historitans, including WFA Vice President Prof Gary
Sheffield. With a print run of 20,000, this may have been highly
beneficial in attracting new members. The second of these
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was in a History Scotland magazine which carried two First
World War articles – again this has a large circulation and was
likely to have been beneficial in acquiring new members.

been positive which encourages me to think that this is well
worth continuing and indeed expanding.

Syndication

Another major project during 2012 was the preparation,
in conjunction with David Henderson, of the editorial and
production of the WFA’s 2013 calendar. The 2012 calendar
was out-sourced to an external party, but it was agreed by the
Executive Committee that it should be produced in-house.
Stunning photographs were donated from three excellent
photographers who each agreed to their photographs being
used at no cost to the WFA. Take up of the calendar was
excellent and feedback equally positive.

Besides the direct advertising mentioned above, I write
articles every month (“Battles this Month”) for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s electronic newsletter. This
newsletter goes out to 11,000 subscribers every month. The
articles are branded with the WFA’s logo and link back to the
WFA’s work (such as related web articles and online videos).
During the year, articles have included: The Siege of Tsingtao,
The battle at Rafa, The Real War Horse, The Liverpool Scottish
at Bellewaarde, The Chatsworth Rifles raid at Richebourg
(based on Joffrey’s War by the late Bob Bushaway and WFA
VP Dr John Bourne), The ‘Yorkshire Landings’ at Suvla and
The Disaster at Hooge.
Feedback from the CWGC is positive, this being something
I received from the CWGC’s newsletter editor “They [the
articles] seem to be extremely well received with an appreciation from many of our readers for the additional ‘historical
background’. They also have a quite high ‘hit-rate’ from the
newsletter with people linking in to read them.”
In addition to undertaking the above initiatives aimed at
attracting new members, I instigated a mailing exercise in
November 2011 aimed at re-recruiting lapsed members.
This proved to be reasonably successful, and resulted in a
number of former WFA members re-joining the association.

WFA Video

I believe that the WFA should exploit other avenues of communication, besides the tried and trusted Stand To! and Bulletin
(and of course branch meetings). The major push here has
been in the direction of undertaking the video-recording
of WFA AGMs and other conferences. Video of the 2012
AGM at Oxford, the President’s Conference at Birmingham
and the East Coast Symposium are all available via the WFA
website, as well as other lectures, talks and AGMs that have
been recorded.
This filming is undertaken by a professional film maker and all
productions are watermarked with the WFA’s logo. Royalty-free
music is used for the productions and the films also include
relevant images of the subject matter being discussed. These
are a major exercise to plan and produce, but feedback has

WFA 2013 Calendar

Other developments

Many new contacts were made during the year; one of these
came about on the ferry between Cannakale and the Gallipoli
peninsula when I had a fruitful conversation with Dr Peter
Stanley. The net result of this encounter was a brand new
WFA branch being formed in Canberra, Australia which is
thriving. Another excellent development came about through
WFA Vice President Dr John Bourne. John was kind enough
to agree to the WFA using his work on WW1 Generals on the
website. This is now a regularly updated feature and – over
time – we intend to produce a biography of the vast majority
of General Officers who served in the Great War.

More profile enhancements

Gratitude must also be expressed to another of the WFA’s
Vice Presidents, Prof Gary Sheffield, who was instrumental
in writing a press release in response to David Cameron’s
speech in October 2012 about the centenary of the Great War.
Gary was also instrumental in writing a piece in response to
a Sunday Times article entitled “The Right Way to Honour our
War Dead”. These responses were published in newspapers
and in on-line newspaper discussion forums, which again
raised the profile of the WFA.
The Daily Telegraph on-line forum has been used to comment
on a number of articles, including pieces on the Christmas truce,
village war memorials, war memorials generally (including
one on a vandalised War Memorial), plus pieces about the
year the Great War started, and “the war that changed us
all”. These encourage forum users to visit the WFA website
to learn more and discover our aims and objectives.
David Tattersfield
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A World at War 1914-18

A Centenary Preview
1915: The making of a World War
Dr Bob Bushaway

WFA
Conferences

The
President’s
Conference
2012

The
Western Front
Association

Tally Ho
Conference
Centre,
Birmingham
B5 7RN

1916: Year of Victory
Professor William Philpott
1917: Men, Materials, Mutinies and Mud
Rob Thompson
1918: The Fall of Eagles
Dr John Bourne

Saturday
3 November 2012

Conference Fee: £25
This includes buffet lunch and tea/coffee on
arrival, plus during morning/afternoon breaks.

The Western Front
Association
understanding the Great War
explore | learn | share

To book, please visit the WFA website,
download the online booking form and
send it as directed with your payment.
Alternatively, you can call the WFA Office on
+44 (0)161 443 1918 to book by credit card.

10.30 - 17.00
Doors 9.45

www.westernfrontassociation.com
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The Western Front Association
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website for more
details:
www.westernfron
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East Kent Branch
of the WFA and we’d love you to join us!

What is The Western Front Association?

Founded in 1980, The Western Front Association (the WFA) is the
leading worldwide organisation dedicated to remembering all those
- from all sides - who served in the Great War of 1914-18. We aim
to educate and inform the public in all aspects of the Great War
and aid their understanding of the momentous events that changed
our world for ever.
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Three issues each year of The Bulletin and three of Stand To! (our acclaimed magazines)
sent to your home for your enjoyment.
We can help with your research, putting you in touch with experts: you can discuss your
Great War interests at our meetings, through our WFA Forum and on our social media
channels like Facebook and Twitter.
We can assist teachers with planning school trips, curriculum related queries, or general
advice.
We provide access to preserved records.
There is a Members’ book publishing scheme.
There are almost 50 other branches in the UK (and more worldwide), that you can visit
when you are away from home on holiday or business.

Please ask us for details now, or visit our website for
more information about the WFA.
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Through superb writing about the Great War in our two prestigious publications and our
website, all bringing you original, leading-edge articles and research into the Great War.
With extensive talks and lecture programmes by experts on the Great War, held regularly
by our Branch, and at other Branches, throughout the year.
By WFA Tours - there’s no better way to understand aspects of the Great War than on a
WFA-led visit to the battlefields.
In commemorating: we hold our own Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph in
London at 11am on 11 November.
And by preservation of history - we have saved battlefield sites and Great War records
from destruction and will continue to do so when the opportunities arise.
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Examples of the graphic design work (which
includes this Annual Report) contributed pro
bono to the WFA by hendersonline.com
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Pension Record
Cards Project

T

he WFA took ownership of 6.5 million Pension Record
Cards and Ledgers (PRCs) in 2012. The archive, still
housed in its original wooden filing boxes for the
most part, is now in a secure location under the WFA’s care.
The process to arrive at this point was quite lengthy and
complex. The starting point was a strategy document which I
prepared for the WFA’s Executive Committee and two visits to
the warehouse so that Committee members could understand
the trove of information we now had access to. Once the
agreement to acquire the records had been made, a search
for suitable storage had to be secured. The storage premises
had to be approved both by the Ministry of Defence (MoD),
the source of the records, and The National Archives (TNA).
Our preferred location fell through at the last moment so
we had to seek out a second location, which also had to be
vetted by MoD and TNA. Funding for the costs of storage was,
I am delighted to say, approved by the Executive Committee.
Our acquisition process also involved an extensive trawl
of the records to establish the breadth and depth of the
archive. The archive had to be catalogued, not only in order
to provide a road-map to access the different components of
the records themselves, but to ensure a “counting them out
and counting them back in again” audit during the logistics
of the enshipment and transportation.
Finally, the PRCs had to be transferred to the WFA under a
special agreement which also required the approval of all
three parties (MoD, TNA and WFA) to the conditions of new
ownership.
Our aim with the PRCs has been always the same throughout
the process: to secure the records and to make them available
in some way (likely digitally) to the public in pursuance of

the WFA’s stated educational aims and objectives. That final
part of the jigsaw is taking place as I write: negotiations with
potential sources of funding and partnership, and with digital
archiving specialists, are continuing and I expect to finalise
these by the summer of 2013.
In the meantime, you can learn more about the records on the
WFA’s website and, at the time of preparation of this report,
request a manual lookup of one or more records.
The value of the records is clear from the example you can
see here (George Buckley, my great-grandfather, killed in
action in Salonika in 1917): the available records provide a
rich summary of a combatant’s military service but also link
to family history with a clear record of home address and
dependants.
My thanks are due firstly to the MoD and its agents the Department of Work and Pensions for caring for the records so well
over the intervening years. The MoD were very supportive
of the WFA’s plans throughout, and assisted significantly in
carefully packing the records onto pallets to our loading
specification. We could not so readily have undertaken the
move if the costs of transportation had not been sponsored
in full by John Underhill and his family through their transportation and logistics business, Doccombe European Ltd,
and we are very grateful indeed to them. Finally, I would
like to thank fellow project team members for their support
throughout: Rich Hughes for his cogent advice on the legal
side; and notably to David Tattersfield for the long hours he
has spent assiduously cataloguing the archive and supervising
the transportation logistics.
David Henderson
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Historical
Information
Officer
I

t’s been another steady year for the Historical Information
Officer. A regular flow of historical queries have arrived
by email, post and the occasional phone call. As always,
a mixed bag has been received by me.

Most have been family history queries, both from members
of the association and the general public as well. Some have
been of the ‘What did my grand-dad do in the war’ type.
Success has of course been mixed with a large amount of
records that could have helped sadly not surviving the blitz.
The amount of information I have been given to work on has
varied, some unfortunately not producing
the results the individual wanted (ie nothing
definite found). Others however have
furnished me with a vast amount of information/supporting documents and some
rather interesting stories and photographs.
This has produced some very interesting
stories, in which I’ve learned a thing or two
as well. This has been a most welcome aspect of my work: we
are always learning something new.

published, including ones from the WAAC and an RFA unit in
the UK and France. I have also had a number of queries from
larger organisations, including universities from different
countries, both students and lecturers. A number of TV
companies and representatives have also been in contact
with requests for information and advice on TV programmes,
usually documentaries, both UK-based and further afield.
My historical work also includes working as a tour guide
in this period and as a visiting lecturer for Wolverhampton
University. This has included working with Professor John
Buckley on his latest book ‘Monty’s Men’ and heading up

fascinating photographs have been sent
to me that have never been published

Family history stories have given me not only a wide range of
queries but such a range of topics for me. Some fascinating
photographs have been sent to me that have never been

the Oral History programme at the university looking at the
British Army in NW Europe during 1944/45, as well as the
Battle for Normandy field trip.
Matt Lucas
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Branch
Co-ordinator
I

n June 2012 I began preparations for the Chairs’ conference to be held September 2013. While this may be seen as very
‘previous’, extensive research had to be done on distances, the results of which wll help determine the location of future
Conferences. Branches stretch from the North of Scotland to Cornwall - and that’s only the ones on the UK mainland.
In conjunction with David Henderson, we redesigned the pop-up banners, so making ‘personalised’ versions possible.
These valuable display tools had, until that point, been generic and available on application from ‘WFA Central’, involving
significant carriage charges, and extra work for the Branches in collecting then sending back the items. In the long term it
makes sound financial sense for those Branches who want one to have their own. The first of these Branch-branded banners
is now available and have been positively received.
The first of the Chairs’ e-Newsletters appeared: 96% of the Chairs/Branches now receive this, and it has proved an
excellent tool for passing on news and useful information. Again, I am indebted to David Henderson for his technical help.
The newsletter allows the Chairs to brief their respective Branches on matters of importance and forthcoming events - so if
you have something to share, please get in touch and I’ll do my best to include it.
I headed a working committee looking at ways of bringing the Butte de Warlencourt
back to its former prominence as a battlefield visitor site. The Association bought the Butte
- one of the only truly unchanged sites on the Western Front - some years ago: indeed, you
may well have made a donation towards its purchase. Nature being what she is, the Butte
has started sprouting bushes that rather obscure the splendid views. Undergrowth has also
impinged on the steps to the top of the Butte, and the site looks untidy and neglected. There
had been some shows of interest from French local authorities in taking over the site, so
maintenance had been kept to a minimum. The Executive Committee is now firmly of the
opinion that this is too great an asset to dispose of. I can report that we have the highest
hopes that this site will have been completely transformed by the year end (2013),
The slow process of costing and obtaining promotional items for the Branches
to use at events was begun. It is important that the Branches can distribute some small
‘goodies’ promoting the WFA brand when they take the trouble to staff stalls at exhibitions
and seminars. While there is no way of evaluating the take-up figures of such giveaways, if
it simply prompts the recipient to have a look at our website we have a chance of gaining
a new member.
I have dealt with enquiries from Norway to New Zealand on various topics - not all
Branch related. But it is certainly a ‘co-ordinating’ role: I may not know the answer to a query
(in fact, I’m ashamed at how little I know) - but I probably know someone who does.
Finally, to a core role: assisting/advising on the formation of Branches. This is a neverending source of excitement to me: it brightens my day if there is an enquiry - no matter
how tentative - about starting a new Branch. I inherited an excellent set of guidelines from
my predecessor, John Chester and, using it as a starting point, I now have a step-by-step
checklist of what the prospective ‘founder father/mother’ needs to consider and address
before calling that first meeting. Initially, much help, support and reassurance is needed,
and I must admit to mixed feelings when the frequent emails begin to taper away and the
fledgling flies the nest. Flying solo for some time now are Cork, Somme and Leicestershire &
Rutland, now being joined by North Staffs & South Cheshire, Dublin, Belfast and Canberra.
While the real credit must be given to the energy and dedication of the founders of these
Branches, it is nice to know that I helped in some small way.
There is also the day-to-day business of answering Branch queries, representing
their views in the Executive Committee, and participating in the decision-making process
of this great Association. We may be small in numbers but, like the BEF in 1914, we punch
well above our weight. Long may it continue!

it brightens
my day if

there is an
enquiry -

no matter
how

tentative
- about

starting
a new

Branch.

David Easton
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Web Editor
T

he total web presence for the WFA has expanded considerably over recent years and encompasses the main website
(westernfrontassociation.com), the Front Forum (frontforum.westernfrontassociation.com) and Reveille Press (reveillepress.westernfrontassociation.com). We also now include our relatively new social media sites such as Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn and Flickr.

to
October
2011

to
October
2012

%
change

Main Website
Total Visits

197,712

239,149

21

Unique Visitors

146,188

171,022

17

Total Visits

40,576

29,952

-26

Unique Visitors

17,176

16,119

-6

SUM OF TOTAL VISITS

238,288

269,101

13

Front Forum

Social Media

at the
time
of this
Report

WFA Twitter followers

1,211

WFA Twitter Tweets

1,887

WFA Facebook followers

2,277

WFA YouTube Channel video views

14,977

WFA Flickr images uploaded

2,489

WFA Flickr images viewed

219,444

WFA LinkedIn WFA page members

426

WFA LinkedIn FWW History Network members

547

Statistically, the main website shows strong growth
with a 21% increase in visitors. The Forum, despite
strong competition from other social media, has
dropped in visits but has only shown a small fall
in unique visitors.
During the year of record, I initiated a LinkedIn site
for the WFA with three sub-channels. These have
proved to be very popular and there is a growing
discussion forum on our LinkedIn presences. I am
grateful to David Tattersfield for kindly agreeing
to take over the administration of LinkedIn.
Our Remember on This Day feature is now in its
fourth year and with more than 1,000 casualties
(those from any side of the conflict) remembered.
I am grateful to David O’Mara for researching the
greater number of subjects.
I launched the WFA’s eNewsletter during the
year. Feedback shows this to be a very popular
initiative and it has helped the WFA to promote a
number of key messages. The eNews is sent each
month to a growing list which has now reached
4,380 subscribers.
New website features include VCs of the Great
War, in association with Gerald Gliddon, and
British Generals’ biographies edited by WFA Vice
President Dr John Bourne.
Finally, the website has become the primary
way in which new members join the WFA. John
Richardson reports that the Membership Office
now receives 82% of new members via the online
application process.
My grateful thanks to all who have contributed
articles and other material throughout the year.
David Henderson

Established in 1980 by noted military historian John Giles, the WFA has grown over the
years to some 6,000 members worldwide. Please visit the Branches Information section
of our website for details of your nearest WFA branch.
Through the work of the Association we do not seek to justify or glorify war. We are not a
re-enactment society, nor are we commercially motivated. We are entirely non-political.
The object of the Association is to educate the public in the history of The Great War with
particular reference to the Western Front.
Applications for membership are warmly welcomed from anyone of a like mind.
If you would like to learn more, please look through our website. If there is any information
on joining you cannot find there, please contact the Membership Office, address above.
The Western Front Association is a UK registered charity no 298365
www.westernfrontassociation.com

cover image courtesy the Imperial War Museum Q2756

The Western Front Association (the WFA) was formed with the aim of furthering interest
in The Great War of 1914-1918. We also aim to perpetuate the memory, courage and
comradeship of all those on all sides who served their countries in France and Flanders
and their own countries during The Great War.
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PO Box 1918
Stockport, SK4 4WN, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)161 443 1918
E: office@westernfrontassociation.com

